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July 2024 Newsletter  

The Committee at Geelong Ostomy present your July Newsletter. 

Stoma Access Fee Renewals 

Everyone should have now paid their Stoma Access Fee for the 2024/2025 financial 
year.  The Committee wishes to thank those members who have paid their fees on time. 

It is a Government requirement that the Stoma Access Fee is paid by 30 June 2024 to 
ensure continued supply of your Ostomy products. 

 

Volunteering at Geelong Ostomy/ Our Volunteer Team 

Geelong Ostomy recently held their Mid-Year function for their Volunteers.  Volunteers 
enjoyed a “Fish and Chip” luncheon, it was a pleasure for the team to catch up with 
some recently retired volunteers. 

We are seeking assistance from the membership to ensure that your organisation 
remains volunteer focussed.  We would invite you to come and join the volunteer team at 
Geelong Ostomy. 

Send an email to contactus@geelongostomy.com.au if you can help.  All relevant 
training will be provided to prospective volunteers. 

We recognise that for a range of reasons volunteering will not be an option for some 
members. Indeed, many support us with financial donations.  We are truly grateful for 
their support.  

New Member Support Group 

The first meeting of the newly formed “New Member Support Group” will be held on 
Thursday 15 August 2024 commencing at 1:30 pm.  The meeting will be held at the 
Geelong Ostomy premises, 6 Lewalan Street Grovedale. 

The group is targeted mainly at members who have joined Geelong Ostomy in the last 
year or so.  Local STNs have also been invited to attend. 

RSVP via email only to geelongostomy6@gmail.com . 

 

Coloplast ® Disposal Bags 

Coloplast ® has advised that from 1 July 2024, disposal bags will no longer be included 
in product boxes during manufacture.  It will take time for newly manufactured stock to 
travel through the supply chain. 
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Commonwealth Community Grant and Visit by MS Libby Coker 

Geelong Ostomy has successfully been awarded a Commonwealth Community Grant for 
Volunteer Organisations.  The Grant was for the sum of $3000, which has been used to 
purchase an Automated External Defibrillation Device (AED) and a digital projector.  This 
equipment will be useful for the health and safety of members, and the training of 
volunteers and members. 

 

From left to right: Elaine Scott, Garry Wall, Libby Coker and Faye Gordon 

The grant was coordinated via Ms Libby Coker, the Federal Member for Corangamite.  
Ms Coker took time out from her busy schedule to visit Geelong Ostomy.  Following a 
tour of the premises she met with volunteers as well as members who were calling in to 
collect their monthly stoma supplies.  Ms Coker expressed admiration for the work 

 undertaken by such a dedicated group of volunteers.

 

Important Dates to Remember 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 23 October 2024 at 11 am. 

Geelong Ostomy will be closed for Christmas from 12 noon on 20 December 2024 until 
09:30 on 3 January 2025. 

 

Online Ordering 

Geelong Ostomy would like to encourage you to use the online ordering form on the 
www.geelongostomy.com.au website whenever possible.  An email confirmation of your 
order will be sent to your email address. 

 
 
Rob Clark 
Secretary 
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